


SERIES OVERVIEW
His love in time past, Forbids me to think,  
He’ll leave me at last, In trouble to sink … 
By prayer let me wrestle, and he will perform. 
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm. 

— John Newton, Hymn, “I Will Trust, and Not Be Afraid” 

MAIN TEXT
Jonah 4:1-11 

GETTING STARTED
What do you get irrationally upset about? 

DIGGING DEEPER
Read all of Jonah from beginning to end. This will take about 10-12 
minutes, but it’s probably more valuable to your discussion than the 
questions.  

1. Jonah seems like it should end after chapter 3. But chapter 4 
shows us, God wants more than your obedience, he wants you. 
How have you experienced this in your own life? What in your 
life reminds you of this now? 

2. Jonah 4:1-2. What about God do you find difficult to accept? 
Does his way ever challenge your way? 

3. Jonah 4:3-4. Jonah would rather die than see undeserving 
people experience mercy from God. Religious people often see 
themselves as worthy and others as unworthy. Do you ever see 
this in your own life? What do you find self worth in besides God?   

4. Jonah saw wickedness in the world, but failed to see the same 
wickedness in himself. Are you ever guilty of the same? How 
can you begin to have more mercy for people who are different 
from you? How can you show that mercy this week?



5. Jonah 4:5-7. God gives gifts we don’t deserve, and takes them 
for reasons we may not understand. Have you ever found it 
difficult to trust God in difficult seasons? 

6. When you think you’ve been given little from God, you give little 
to others. Is generosity easy or difficult for you? When you think 
you’ve been forgiven little by God you forgive little of others. Is 
forgiveness easy or difficult for you? 

7. Jonah 4:7-9. God wants to be the bedrock of your life. But the 
true bedrock of your life is this question: I can’t be happy with 
out _________________________________________. What is that? 

8. Jonah 4:9-11. What God is truly concerned for and moves to 
action for is people. Are you more concerned for people or 
stuff? Do you more often move to action for people or stuff? 

NEXT STEPS
God will never use you without also wanting to change you. 

We often ask: What is God’s will for my life? 
We should ask: What is God’s will for my heart? 

What does God need to change in your heart before he can use 
you? 

The purpose of your life is loving other people the way God has 
loved you. Pray as a group that your hearts would be changed by 
that love and that you would have eyes to see the opportunities to 
share that love this week.
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